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English Curriculum policy 2021- 2022 

This policy is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for developing quality first teaching in English at Cale Green.

We have a English policy so that all staff understand and achieve our shared standards of good practice. It is to provide an agreed framework for teaching and learning within our school, in order to secure a coherent and continuous education for our children, to promote quality teaching, equality and inclusion.
The English curriculum at Cale Green follows many of the concepts and principles of the Mastery approach. We have developed a curriculum which ensures children spend longer being taught the essential skills in reading and writing in order to have a more coherent English curriculum and therefore be able to develop mastery in English. 
The English curriculum at Cale Green Primary School has been adapted using various methods such as: talk for writing, tales tool kit, having a strong grammar focus, using high quality novels and books as well as using a range of drama conventions. 
Curriculum aims

· Our main aim as a school is for all children to develop a love for reading as well as the necessary skills needed in writing for life and also be able to have access to future learning. 
· Reinforce an expectation that all children are capable of achieving high standards in English.

· Enable the majority of children progress though the English curriculum at the same pace. Differentiation is achieved through additional adult support and encouraging children’s individual flair and fluency. 

· Teaching is underpinned by using high quality texts and high-quality examples from the teacher which focus on skills to be taught. These texts are then analysed in depth with the children in order for them to learn and apply those skills.

· Grammar and punctuation skills are practised and consolidated until all children have a firm understanding of how to apply them in to their own work. 

Legislation and guidance
This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study, which all maintained schools in England must teach.

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook.

In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework.
Roles and responsibilities
The governing board
The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its implementation. The governing board is informed of standards and progress in Reading through the termly curriculum committee, which feeds its report into full governing board termly meetings.

The governing board will also ensure that:

A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets

Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and other statutory requirements

Provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special educational needs (SEN)

The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements

It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum

It fulfils its role in processes to disapply pupils from all or part of the National Curriculum, where appropriate, and in any subsequent appeals

Headteacher
The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:
All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met

The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed by the governing board

Where appropriate, the individual needs of some pupils are met by permanent or temporary disapplication from all or part of the National Curriculum

They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate

The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements

The governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and balance of the curriculum

The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions

Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN

Organisation and planning
See our EYFS policy for information on how our early years curriculum is delivered.

In Key Stages 1 and 2, English is taught in mixed ability groups for the majority of the time to generate deeper levels of vocabulary and understanding on open ended, discussion-based tasks. As well as having the opportunity to collaborate and develop a growth mind-set through working with their peers. 

Children who may have English as an Additional Language, Special Education Need or another barrier to learning, may receive additional support from a teaching assistant, or may be given differentiated support form the class teacher. Ensuring that all children are able to access the curriculum, supporting closing any learning gaps. 

Lessons are carefully planned using input from teachers across their phase, drawing on evidence from observations of pupils in class. Lesson designs are carefully considered to ensure that the children are taught the concepts and structures needed to become competent writers. Children are often given a real purpose to write and units of work often have hooks in order to engage and inspire the children’s thinking and learning. During 

Every effort is made to incorporate the skills learnt in English into all areas of the curriculum and links

across the curriculum are made to enhance the provision and purpose of a genre for the children.

Additional interventions are provided for children working below age related expectations in reading, spelling and phonics along with GRT challenges for children working at greater depth. 

Planning
A carefully considered teaching cycle is followed throughout the school. The cycle consists of using high quality texts which are interrogated and deconstructed in order for the children to understand the structure and mechanics of writing. This is followed by shared and modelled writing with the teacher, which help to nurture the children’s fluency and creativity. The children then apply their skills in independent pieces of writing which are finally edited and improved by the individual child as well as receiving some input from their peers.

Long Term planning is based on the yearly teaching program set out in the National Curriculum, and the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. Targets for development will be set for each class at the beginning of the year and will change each term based on Depth of Learning Judgements and other forms of formative assessment. 

Medium Term planning is carried out half termly. Teachers select their objectives from The National Curriculum. A balance of reading and writing objectives are selected over the half term and genres will be chosen in conjunction with the class novel or story. This approach should create lots of opportunities for cross-curricular links, contributing to a holistic and thematical approach to learning. At the beginning of each term, targets will be set for groups of children to develop their reading and writing, such targets need to be short, measurable, achievable and realistic. Targets should be planned based on teachers’ depth of learning judgements and through use of Levels and Progression Steps.

Short Term planning is carried out weekly. Planning will contain objectives linked to The National Curriculum, and the EYFS Early Years Foundation Stage. Appropriate differentiated activities will be planned accordingly. 

Inclusion
Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:
· More able pupils

· Pupils with low prior attainment

· Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds

· Pupils with SEN

· Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with barriers to their learning can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.

Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEN policy and information report.

Monitoring arrangements
The English coordinator, will monitor the implementation of this policy, planning and the standards achieved throughout the school on a regular basis. Evidence will include:
· lesson observations and learning walks
· monitoring of lesson design, children’s book and evidence of work completed

· subject spotlights
· discussions with staff/pupil voice
· inhouse/external moderation activities
· pupils progress meetings

· data analysis / progress and attainment alongside SDT, ROM and the Action Plan

Links with other policies
This policy links to the following policies and procedures:

· EYFS policy

· Assessment policy

· Phonics/Reading policy 

· Teaching and Learning Policy

· SEN policy and information report
Mrs Emily Best 
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